
The RailLink 
Mississippi Valley Associated Railroaders – M.V.A.R. 

Carleton Place, Ontario Canada 
Our 24th Year     1987 - 2011      May 2011 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reg Bilodeau . . . 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                    

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca    and   www.facebook.com  mvar 



 

 
2

The President’s Message for May 2011 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
As David Biggs told us in April, he has had to step down as our President, at least for 
now. Consequently, the position is open for election at our May 2011 meeting. 
 
As David says, this position is not rocket science as it does not require any special 
skills or actions. However, it does offer the chance to stand up for MVAR and 

especially to help us make 2012, our 25th anniversary year truly one to remember. 
 
The remaining members of the MVAR executive have all been working ahead on plans for this 
special year, and have all agreed to remain in their respective positions. So, our new President will 
have a solid block of support and activity to move forward with. This is great time and opportunity for 
one of you to step up and make a difference! 
 
Traditionally, the Presidency along with all of our executive jobs has been a real “railroading” 
experience, but if two or more of you want to make this time a race, go for it! 
 
We’ll see you at the May dinner meeting! 

 
Public Relations and Programs 

Larry Skinner   
Each Saturday morning members, friends, and guests come out to the Gourmet 
Restaurant for breakfast and railroad social time. This is a great place to get and 
share ideas for building your railroad. We start arriving about 07:00h and we eat at 
08:00h. We socialize until 09:00h.   
 
On Wednesday mornings 6 to 8 members come out to Tim Horton’s in Almonte for 
café and our Railroad Social hour.  We start arriving about 09:30h and we meet 
until about 10:30h.   

 
Saddened by the winter close up of David McCurdy’s Rio Grande Southern and locking of the shed 
door to keep winter away from Bob Summer’s Innisville Southern, just in time it’s Christmas time and 
our spirits get up and go again. 
 
Call another club member this week and get together for a house visit and see what they are 
doing with their layout or maybe make some suggestions. 0.. 

 

WANTED - Model Railroad Articles for the RailLink 
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President and MVAR Librarian 
 

Open for election – May 2011 
2 positions:   1. President and / or 
   2. Librarian 
 
 
 

Ben Sanders, Treasurer 
  
 
 
bsanders@ucalgary.ca. 
 

 

 

David McCurdy, Membership 
Get to know your fellow MVAR members! Take time on Saturday mornings for the MVAR 
breakfast at the Gourmet in Carleton Place and/or plan to join the Wednesday morning coffee 
sessions at Tim Hortons in Almonte. Regular monthly meetings are at the Carleton Place Arena 
on the fourth Thursday of each month during the club year (except Dec.) and our Dinner 
meetings (Sept., Jan. and May) are at Christ Church in Ashton. 
The T-Trak Sub meets at the Carleton Place Arena on the second Thursday each month. 
dmccurdy@sympatico.ca 

 
Rod Goodwin, Webmaster  

To all members who have web pages; You can have your link posted  on our website. 
TO ALL MEMBERS CHECKOUT THE WEB SITE FOR ACTIVITIES THAT THE MEMBERS 
WILL BE HOSTING.  
wingood@sympatico.ca 
 

 
 

Ron Legge, Secretary/Archivist 
 
 
 
 
 
leggerh@sympatico.ca 

 

Larry Skinner, Public Relations, Programs and RailLink Editor    
Please remember that this is YOUR club and if YOU want to make it exciting and active it is up to 
YOU to do so. My part is simple – take over a fully developed newsletter model and put your 
inputs into it.  This year promises to be a busy one with many new programs and events already 
in the works or in the planning stages. Please send your thoughts, pictures and articles to me for 
RailLink. This is an important way to really make MVAR you railroad club!  
lskinner@storm.ca 
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Will Germany’s Premier Model Railroader Manufacturer Rise Again? 

 
In February this year, Reuters news service reported from London that historic German model railway 
manufacturer Marklin had seen the termination of insolvency proceedings. This freed the company 
from more than two years of bankruptcy protection. Marklin is now in a de facto partnership with its 
creditors, led by the Kreissparkasse Bank in Marklin’s manufacturing home of Göppingen.  A 
reorganization that placed the company in the black in recent months is the basis for a successful 
future, according to the new managing director, Stefan Löbich who was appointed last January. 
 
This new lease on life for one of the world’s oldest, continuously operating toy manufacturers is 
occasion for celebration by this writer, as I am sure it is for many other fans of the brand.  
 
Marklin opened its doors as a toy firm manufacturing doll’s house accessories of lacquered tinplate in 
1859. Theodor Marklin, the tin smith founder died in an accident in 1866 and the firm was kept alive 
for almost twenty years, under very difficult conditions, by his widow. Eventually, two of the sons 
gradually took over the firm from their mother and in 1888 established the firm as an unlimited trading 
company. In 1891, the firm took over another failing tinplate toy company in Ellwangen and the staff 
was given the chance to join the Marklin firm in Göppingen. This take-over also saw confirmation of 
the design and production approach that has characterized the firm since – a middle road between 
cheap mechanical mass production with lithographic printing on metal and hand-made production 
undertaken by skilled craftsmen.   
 
In 1891, Marklin attracted great attention at the Leipzig spring Fair with a clock-work train (wind-up 
spring mechanism, to clarify for the modern reader) that ran on rails, not just across the floor or 
carpet. This was not the first clock-work train.  But what distinguished the Marklin offering was a 
comprehensive layout assembled from standardized components that could be expanded and re-
configured plus a wide choice of accessories that allowed the young railroader to expand and enrich 
his layout with purchases each Christmas, birthday and allowance opportunity. By about 1900, 
Marklin’s success provided the basis for adoption of an international standard in model railway 
gauges and scales – 0, I, II and III.  
 
Up to World War I, Marklin continued to produce a very wide range of children’s toys, especially 
technical toys, like little stationary steam engines, as well as a sustained heavy focus on doll house 
accessories. With the outbreak of war, many of the 600 staff enlisted and the company switched to 
war-related production. At the end of the war, few of the original staff returned.  Capacity to provide 
toys for the domestic German market enabled the firm to gradually revive at the end of the war and in 
1922 the firm was incorporated as a limited liability enterprise.  
 
Market constraints in the post-war era encouraged the paring down of product lines, including the 
dropping of the II and III gauge railways. The first electric trains ran with AC current direct from the 
house service and were therefore potentially quite dangerous for young, inexperienced hands. In 
1925, a transformer was added, shifting the voltage down to the much safer 20 volts and delivering 
AC current through a three rail system.  The design of rolling stock now focused on exact, pains-
taking replicas of rolling stock of the German State Railroad, founded in 1920 (Reichsban). 
Deterioration of the German political scene from 1933 saw increased raw materials controls which led 
to a further paring down of the product line, including a wholesale abandonment of toys not 
connected to model railroading. The entire range of gauge 1 products was abandoned and a new, 
miniaturized, “OO” gauge adopted as the new production focus. The “OO” gauge allowed, for the first 
time, practicable table top layouts, introduced in 1935. By the outbreak of war in 1939, the “OO” 
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gauge was supported by an enormous range of products. It was in this period that the firm began 
using zinc die casts, first for locomotives then coach trucks, wheels and accessories. 
 
Production all but ceased during World War II, but the firm’s production facilities were sparred from 
aerial bombing and production resumed soon after the cessation of hostilities.  “OO”, now more 
familiarly called HO, became the focus for expansion and production of “0” gauge, wide-track, tin-
plate products ceased in 1950. Production was now chiefly for “export”, partly reflecting the slow 
recovery of domestic employment and income in Germany. But, many of the early “export” 
consumers were American and Canadian servicemen and their families, living in still very large 
numbers in the various “zones” of “occupied” Western Germany. These temporary North American 
residents of Europe helped spread enthusiasm for Marklin and HO gauge in general in North America 
on their return home, but also complicated for Marklin the creation of an effective North American 
marketing structure, a deficiency that has characterized the business methods of the firm to the 
present day.  
 
Between 1948 and 1955, zinc die casting was introduced for freight car manufacture but since then, 
plastic has become more and more important as the principal modeling material.  In 1953, the shiny 
centre power rail was replaced by studs that stick up from a solid rail concealed under the roadbed, 
giving an appearance of a two rail system that is more “true to life” for the purist modeler.  Technical 
advances have continued, with the focus both on increased realism (a sound effect circuit fitted to 
locomotives) and with such advances as increased operational complexity with more advanced 
coupling and digital signal processing with electronic receiver circuits in each locomotive. Indeed, the 
technical sophistication advanced to the point where by the late 1990s, there was a return to a focus 
on simple, price-accessible starter sets with a return to the original idea of modular extender kits, a 
well as digital starter sets within the price and operating aptitudes of young beginners. 
 
Like so many global firms, Marklin got swept into the mergers and acquisitions rapids of the early 
years of this century.  By 2009, excessive zeal in product expansion and technical sophistication, plus 
a loss of contact with the entry level consumer – young kids of relatively modest means, helped drive 
the firm to the bankruptcy protection from which it has so recently emerged. 
 
The biggest challenge for Marklin in the future is to rediscover and reconnect with the young model 
railroader, wherever now found throughout the world. And, to do this in a way that provides a bridge 
to the revitalized interest of the mature hobbyist who seeks a multifaceted and creative pastime as 
R&R from the pressing demands of our rapidly evolving world. 
 
Source: Reuters dispatch found in a Marklin enthusiasts blog and Marklin’s own corporate history. 
 
 
Brian Hull 
Ashton 
 
Editor’s Note: 
If this resurrection continues and Marklin really does come back to life, this brings back with it 
wonderful opportunities for Marklin enthusiasts young and old. Lets keep our fingers crossed.
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Kitbashing A Work Crane 
By Bob Carswell 

 
For some time now I have been looking for MOW cars that would suite my layout, but without a great 
deal of success. Steve Mattey had shown me an article in an old Railroad Model Craftsman called 
Building a Conrail Work Crane (A crane-on-flat car maintenance unit) by Chuck Yungkurth.  
So based upon that article I decided to take the bull by the horns and try and make something similar. 
My crane would ride on a 40” flat car of roughly 1950’s vintage and the crane would be constructed 
from a Railway Express Miniatures #2041 Burro Crane kit. 

 
 

Figure 1 

Figure one shows all the parts laid out and 
cleaned prior to starting the project. I removed 
the truck for a more stable base when working 
on the flat car. 
Thinking that the sides would be my biggest 
challenge, I decided to start there (See Figure 
2). 
 
 
 

 

Figure 2 

I was right, I made the posts from strip styrene, 
and cutting them all to 8mm length and then 
installing them so that they were straight up and 
down and aligned was interesting. The sides 
themselves are made from board on board 
styrene. If you look closely at the picture you will 
note that I wasn’t entirely successful in getting 
them all straight. 
 
Onward and upward – on to the second side, and 
the crane base. 

 

Figure 3 

Wow. At the risk of jinxing this project – that was 
easier than I expected it to be. In figure 3, I have 
completed the second side and the back. These 
sides are supposed to fold down when the crane is 
operating, but in N Scale – it was a little difficult to 
create the hinges – so I left them out. I have also 
set the crane base in (without gluing) to make sure 
that it would fit and so it could be removed to paint 
the sides and the posts. The crane base is painted 
“wrought iron”.  
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Figure 4 

In Figure 4, the cars sides have been 
painted...... I am not really happy with the way 
this turned out, so will probably have to repaint 
it. I had started with a light brown, then a Burnt 
Umber wash followed by a Back wash....... Still 
looks a little orange. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5 

As you can see in Figure 5, I have 
repainted the exterior of the sides. I used 
Burnt Umber and even though it is a little 
orangey, I think it will work. After I dirty it up 
it should look better. With the crane base 
installed it is now time to start working on 
the crane itself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6 

In Figure 6 the crane body and boom 
have been installed and I have started 
rigging the control cables. You can also 
see that detailing has started on the 
trucks and wheels. You will also notice 
that the boom for the crane is longer than 
the flat car body. Because of that, I will be 
using long extension coupler to 
compensate for the extra length. When I 
was in Toronto earlier in May, I was able 
to visit Credit  Valley Railroad and found a 
Tichy Train Group crew car, which 
someday will be coupled with this car as 
part of a MOW train. 
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Figure 7      Figure 8 

Assembly completed. I have added a safety chain at the boom end, placed the cranes bucket, a 
couple of oil drums, railway ties and a length of rail in the care. The trucks are back on, although hard 
to see in these photos. Now for a little weathering and then a trial run on the layout. 
 
Editors Note: 
This is a great  example of the kind of things a modeler with attitude can do! That is, a “Can do” 
attitude. Thanks again Bob! Truly a double pleasure – The pleasure of reading about your stuff plus 
the pleasure of seeing the finished product. And believe it or not, all I N Scale! 
 
 

Model Railroad Scales 
 
Here is a graphic picture of how our modeling scales relate – courtesy o Bob Summers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks, Bob. 
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Display Stand for MVAR Meetings. 
 
Some time ago, when planning began for the Reg Bilodeau award, the subject of needing a display 
stand for our meetings came up. Here is a suggestion that Bob Summers came up with and we 
should see the display stand in time for our dinner meeting in September. Bob very generously has 
designed a very portable concept and provided this drawing of his suggested design. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stay tuned . . . 
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Hagerstown Roundhouse Museum, Hagerstown, Maryland USA 
 
Part 2 - “O” Scale Layout 
By: John Morin 

 
In April's issue of the Rail Link, I wrote the first of two articles on the model railroads located within the 
Hagerstown Roundhouse Museum.  This is part 2 which outlines the “O” scale displays which they 
have open to the public.  Also, I have included  links to the a youtube video of Christmas layout 
operation. 
 
On my first visit to this Museum in 2009, there was a room set aside for a new future layout which 
was completed by the time of my recent visit in March 2011.  It turned out to be an “O” scale which 
displayed many of the scenery features the talented members are noted for. 
 
With the timing of my visit unfortunately being off season, there was only a young lad operating on it. 
He did not know much of the history of the layout but non the less I certainly hope you enjoy the 
attached photos taken that day. 
 
Talking to a representative on the admission desk about writing articles for our local Newsletter he 
provided me with an exclusive viewing of their Christmas train display. This is a huge draw of people 
within the community as well as visitors in the off season period and has been televised on the local 
television network.  
 
The scenery is spectacular and the members are constantly changing it which is perhaps the reason 
that it makes it a layout to see.  I hope you enjoy these photos of the Christmas layout and my virtual 
tour of this fantastic Museum in my view anyway.  
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Links to the Operating Christmas layout: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J5NODMRrL24 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjhTXFUEUsI 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fu76R_0LAWA 
 

 

Here is a picture from the Christmas layout. 
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RR from the Web . . . 

Free Model RR Software - The Model Railroad System 

This is an especially nice free software download if you happen to run a Lenz or Atlas DCC system 
on your layout. However it’s worth a good look for everyone. Have a look at The Model Railroad 
System: 

http://www.deepsoft.com/home/products/modelrailroadsystem/ 

The Model Railroad System is a software package that can help you run your railroad. Download the 
Model Railroad System now and operate your layout, from running trains to working your signals and 
switches. This software package has support for a network of Bruce Chubb CMR/I USIC, SUSIC, 
and/or SMINI nodes and/or a network of Lenz’s XPressNet DCC nodes. Software to create switch 
lists for freight car forwarding and creating timetables for your railroad are included. There is software 
to help with photographing of your trains and to compute the correct value for those pesky dropping 
resistors for LEDs and/or incandescent lamps. If you have a model railway, large or small, this 
software package will help you out. 

Do you have industries and yards and a collection of freight cars? The Model Railroad System can 
help you forward freight on your railroad. Download the Model Railroad System now and use the 
Freight Car Forwarder to manage your freight operations. The Freight Car Forwarder is a 
sophisticated program that keeps your "freight" on the move, from yard to yard, from industry to 
industry, and town to town. The Freight Car Forwarder also helps you keep track of where your freight 
cars are and whether they are loaded or empty. It makes sure only the proper sorts are cars are 
routed to your industries and only as many cars as will fit on the available industrial sidings. 

Do you run scheduled trains? The Model Railroad System can help you create employee time tables 
for your railroad. Download it now and use the Time Table program to create your time tables. 
Timetables can be customized with logos, route maps, and rulebook text. LaTeX is used as the 
formatting system and this allows very for handsome printable Timetables to be created. You can 
even download a sample - the LJ and BS timetable. 

Have fun . . . 

Coming Events 

 

May 26 – MVAR Dinner Meeting –  Awards Night – 1st Presentation of Reg Bilodeau Award 
     - MVAR Executive Election  
 
Sun, June 26 – Annual MVAR BBQ – Mark your calendars for this one! 
 
Sep  22 – MVAR Dinner Meeting –  Guest Speaker – Noel White – Architect & Miniture Figure 
Hobbyiest  
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Some of the M.V.A.R. members Railway Patches 

 
                          
 
 
 
 
          

  M.V.A.R.  David McCurdy  Dennis MacTavish  Jim Davis         
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

David Biggs     Bob Summers  John Soehner        Eric Halpin 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 John Morin   T_TRAK  Sub      W.G.H.   You’re Logo Here 

 
           
        
 

 
  You’re Logo Here         You’re Logo Here          You’re Logo Here        You’re Logo Here 

 
Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

 
 

MVAR Executives for The 2010-2011 Year. 
 

President:   David Biggs   613.863.7627 
Secretary/Archivist Ron Legge   613.257.5110 
Treasurer:   Ben Sanders  613.253.6064 
Membership:  David McCurdy  613.253.5519 
Program & PR  Larry Skinner  613.264.0081 
Library:   David Biggs   613.863.7627 
Newsletter:   Larry Skinner  613.264.0081 
Webmaster:   Rod Goodwin  613.256.0551 

Web Site:   www.mvar.almontecentral.ca 


